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May 1, 2001

For Immediate Release:
MORE THAN 1.600 TO RECEIVE DEGREES FROM EIU
CHARLESTON - More than 1,600 students are expected to graduate from Eastern
Illinois University this spring, and the majority of those - nearly 1,300 -will participate in formal
commencement ceremonies Saturday, May 5.
Graduation ceremonies will take place at 9 a.m., 1 and 5 p.m. in Lantz Gymnasium.
Guest tickets are required for admission to the ceremonies.
Students from the Graduate School and College of Sciences will march in the morning
ceremony; the School of Adult and Continuing Education (Board of Trustees Bachelor of Arts
Degree Program) and College of Education and Professional Studies at 1 p.m.; and the College
of Arts and Humanities and the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences at 5 p.m.
Addressing graduates at all three ceremonies will be Katie Cox, student body president
from Lovington, and James Tidwell , chair, EIU Faculty Senate. Representing EIU's Alumni
Association will be Sylvia Nichols (president) from Edwardsville during the morning ceremony
and Tracy Nickless (board member) from Alsip during the afternoon ceremonies.
Representing Eastern 's Board of Trustees during the morning ceremony will be Betsy
Mitchell of Champaign; in the early afternoon, Nate Anderson of East St. Louis; and at 5 p.m.,
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Dr. Roger Dettro of Mattoon.
Each ceremony will feature a special guest speaker who will present the official
commencement address. Tom Johnson, president of Williams & McCarthy and a former EIU
trustee, will address students during the 9 a.m. ceremony. Dan Cougill, mayor of Charleston,
will speak at 1 p.m., followed by Robert "Bud" Fischer, associate professor of biological
sciences and EIU 's 2000-2001 faculty laureate, who will present his address at 5 p.m.
This year's faculty marshals are:
Ellen Keiter, professor of chemistry, representing the College of Sciences during the
morning ceremony. Keiter has been a member of Eastern's faculty since 1977.
H. Gene McFarland, associate professor of physical education, representing the College
of Education and Professional Studies during the 1 p.m. ceremony. McFarland has
been a member of Eastern's faculty since 1970.
Joseph M. Martin, associate professor of music, representing the College of Arts and
Humanities during the 5 p.m. ceremony. Martin has been a member of Eastern's faculty
since 1969.
Special recognition will be given to five Livingston C. Lord Scholarship recipients . These
prestigious scholarships, named after Eastern's first president, are presented annually at
commencement to five candidates who plan to pursue careers in elementary or secondary
education. Nominees must be of junior status.
This year's recipients are Julie Mortimer, a biological sciences major from Orland Park;
Karen Scheidt, a biological sciences major from Rockdale; Debra Spence, an elementary
education major from Effingham; Jessica Carey Swigart, an English major from LeRoy; and
Gina Jones, an elementary education major from Bolingbrook.
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